Consultation regarding Statement of Gambling Policy 2026 – 2029 (April 2026)
Summary of Amendments	
	Para
	Original
	Update

	2.1
	It should be noted that the Gambling Commission Guidance has stated: “The requirement in relation to children is explicitly to protect them from being harmed or exploited by gambling”
	It is noted the Gambling Commission expects Licensing Authorities to frame decisions around prevention and mitigation of harm, not just the exclusion of children. Therefore, when considering the Licensing Objectives, the Licensing Authority will also take into consideration matters including preventing exposure to gambling or gambling environments where there is an increased risk of harm, exploitation or adverse impact on wellbeing.


	3.12
	The Council recognises that gambling is a legitimate pastime of many of the residents of Fylde but also understands the problems that it can cause by gambling, particularly to those who are young or especially vulnerable. This “Gambling Policy Statement” has been prepared having regard to the licensing objectives of the Gambling Act 2005 listed in paragraph 2.1 above and the Guidance issued by the Gambling Commission.

	The Council recognises gambling as a legitimate leisure activity, while also recognising that gambling-related harm can arise across a spectrum of risk, particularly for children, young people and others who may be vulnerable due to their circumstances. This policy is therefore intended to support early intervention, prevention and mitigation of gambling-related harm

	3.1.3
	
	Add bullet point:
demonstrably supported by appropriate measures to prevent and reduce gambling-related harm, proportionate to the nature and location of the premises


	3.5.1
	Fylde Borough Council is a coastal borough situated in the County of Lancashire, which contains 14 Licensing Authorities in total. The Council area has a population of 81,375 (ONS 2021 Census) with an estimated 28% of the population over 65 (ONS 2021 Census). A large proportion of the area is rural in nature. The main towns within the borough are the resorts of Lytham and St Annes. Further inland the borough contains smaller urban areas at Wesham, Kirkham, Freckleton and Warton. It has a geographical area of 166 square km. The 2019 Indices of Deprivation revealed that Fylde had a reasonably low overall deprivation ranking, being the 198th most deprived area out of 317 districts and unitary authorities in England.
	Fylde Borough Council is a coastal borough situated in the County of Lancashire, which contains 14 Licensing Authorities in total. The Council area has a population of 81,375 (ONS 2021 Census) with an estimated 28% of the population over 65 (ONS 2021 Census). A large proportion of the area is rural in nature. The main towns within the borough are the resorts of Lytham and St Annes. Further inland the borough contains smaller urban areas at Wesham, Kirkham, Freckleton and Warton. It has a geographical area of 166 square km. The 2025 Indices of Deprivation revealed that Fylde had a reasonably low overall deprivation ranking, being the 188th most deprived area out of 296 districts and unitary authorities in England.


	3.5.3
	The main concentrations of premises in the district providing any form of gambling and indeed the sale of alcohol, can be found in the town centres of St Annes, Lytham and the market town of Kirkham. As of March 2024, there is one casino in the Borough which is located within St Annes (not currently trading), seven betting shops in total are located in the area, with 3 in St Annes, 2 in Kirkham and 2 in Lytham. There are 6 amusement arcades associated with the holiday trade mostly located on holiday centres or complexes, caravan sites or on the pier at St. Annes. At present around 55 pubs and 10 clubs have permits for gaming machines. These numbers have remained relatively constant since 2018.
	The main concentrations of premises in the district providing any form of gambling and indeed the sale of alcohol, can be found in the town centres of St Annes, Lytham and the market town of Kirkham. As of April 2026, there is one casino in the Borough which is located within St Annes (not currently trading), seven betting shops in total are located in the area, with 3 in St Annes, 2 in Kirkham and 2 in Lytham. There are 6 amusement arcades associated with the holiday trade mostly located on holiday centres or complexes, caravan sites or on the pier at St. Annes and one Adult Gaming Centre located in St Annes town centre. At present around 55 pubs and 10 clubs have permits for gaming machines. These numbers have remained relatively constant since 2018.


	4.2
	
	Include bullet point:
• In line with current Gambling Commission guidance, local risk assessments should also consider the potential for gambling related harm, including indicators of excessive or problematic gambling, cumulative exposure to gambling environments, and any factors which may increase risk to individuals or communities


	4.1.1
	Whilst this Authority does not currently have a Local Area Profile, as referenced in the Commission’s Guidance, nonetheless its clear priority is to ensure that children and vulnerable persons are not harmed by gambling. To this end the Authority will expect applicants to research and understand the local environment in which they wish to operate and to demonstrate that they have effective and robust measures in place to promote this licensing objective and mitigate any risks related to it.
	Whilst this Authority has not adopted a formal Local Area Profile, it nevertheless expects applicants to demonstrate a clear understanding of local characteristics, risks and vulnerabilities, including those associated with gambling related harm, and how these will be addressed through effective control measures

	7.5.10
	
	Add
For the purposes of this policy, ‘vulnerable persons’ is interpreted broadly and may include individuals experiencing mental health difficulties, financial hardship, substance misuse, homelessness, domestic abuse, or other circumstances which may increase susceptibility to gambling-related harm


	7.74
	Replace “self-barring”
	self-exclusion and support measures schemes


	8.4.2
	Replace “Lancashire Safeguarding Children Board”
	Lancashire Children’s Safeguarding Partnership or its successor arrangements


	11.3.3
	Replace “CRB”
	Update to “Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)”


	12.2
	
	Add:
In determining risk, the Authority will have regard to current Gambling Commission compliance priorities, including the prevention of illegal gambling, non-compliant gaming machines and unlawful lotteries.


	Page 30
	
	Update contact details for Protection of Children to:

Children’s Safeguarding Assurance Partnership

JPBU@lancashire.gov.uk




